
Revelation Seminar
• Overview of Revelation
• Revelation 8-9
• Questions

• Beasts?
• 666?
• Armageddon?
• Harlot?
• Millennium?



Structure: An Overview 
of Revelation



Vision 1 (chs. 1-3)
PATMOS

“I was in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s Day”

Vision 2 (chs. 4-16)
HEAVEN

“At once I was in the Spirit,
and behold, a throne stood in heaven”

Vision 3 (chs. 17-21)
WILDERNESS

“He carried me 
away in the Spirit”

Vision 4 (chs. 21-22)
M

O
UN

TA
IN

“H
e ca

rried
 m

e a
w

a
y in the Sp

irit to a
 grea

t, high m
ounta

in”

C
onclusion and W

ords of Jesus
(22:6-21)

Introduction and Vision of Jesus
(1:1-20)

Messages
(2:1-3:22)

The Heavenly Throne Room
(4-5)

Seals 
(6:1-8:5)

Trumpets
(8:6-11:19)

Visions 
(12:1-15:8)

Bowls
(16:1-21)

The O
verthrow

 of Babylon
(17:1-19:10)

Visions
(19:11-21:8)

Ephesus
(2:1-7)

White horse
(6:1-2)

Earth
(8:6-7)

Woman
(12:1-21)

Earth
(16:1-2)

White horse
(19:11-16)

Smyrna
(2:8-11)

Red horse
(6:3-4)

Sea
(8:8-9)

Sea beast
(13:1-10)

Sea
(16:3)

Supper
(19:17-18)

Pergamum
(2:12-17)

Black horse
(6:5-6)

Rivers
(8:10-11)

Land beast
(13:11-18)

Rivers
(16:4-7)

Victory
(19:19-21)

Thyatira
(2:18-29)

Pale horse
(6:7-8)

Heavens
(8:12-13)

144,000
(14:1-5)

Sun
(16:8-9)

Satan bound
(20:1-3)

Sardis
(3:1-6)

Martyrs
(6:9-11)

Locorpions
(9:1-12)

Three angels
(14:6-13)

Darkness
(16:10-11)

Martyrs
(20:4-10)

Philadelphia
(3:7-13)

Tribulation
(6:12-7:17)

Angels
(9:13-11:14)

Harvest
(14:14-20)

Frogs
(16:12-16)

Judgment
(20:11-15)

Laodicea
(3:14-22)

Silence
(8:1-5)

Temple
(11:15-19)

Sanctuary
(15:1-8)

Temple
(16:17-21)

New Creation
(21:1-8)

JESUS unveiled GOD’S THRONE unveiled HARLOT unveiled BRIDE unveiled

John’s visions go chronologically backwards through Israel’s history: Exile à Temple à Wilderness à Mountain
“Behold, I am making all things new!”



Alternatively, 
trumpets evoke 
Jericho, Jubilee, 

judgment, 
Jerusalem, justice, 

joy and Jesus

The silver trumpets 
summoned Israel to worship 

and/or move camp, and 
accompanied sacrifices and 

feasts

The feast of 
trumpets was on the 

first day of the 
seventh month, and 

prepared for the 
Day of Atonement 

(Lev 23:23-5)

Here, the trumpet 
sequence prepares 

for war (8-9) and
worship (11), as well 

as atonement

Trumpets, then, 
symbolised 

either worship 
or war (Koester)

There were two kinds of 
trumpets in the OT: the 
shofar, made of ram’s 

horn (e.g. Josh 6:4), 
and the silver trumpets 

(Num 10)

Worship and War

The shofar announces war. 
Seven priests blow seven 
trumpets as they march 

round Jericho seven times 
on the seventh day …

… and the enemy 
city collapses, as 
Babylon also will 

before the 
trumpets



Seven Trumpets and 
Seven Seals



Trumpets Seals Days Plagues

1 Earth: hail*, fire and blood 
destroy 1/3 of earth (8:6-7)

White horse: conquest, 
present and future (6:1-2)

Light / dark Hail and fire 
(Ex 9:22-25)

2 Sea: fiery mountain destroys 
1/3 of sea (8:8-9)

Red horse: division and 
conflict (6:3-4)

Sea / sky Nile turns to blood (Ex 
7:20-25). The fiery 
mountain may also reflect 
the fear of Vesuvius 
erupting (as in 79)

3 Rivers: Wormwood destroys 
1/3 of water (8:10-11)

Black horse: famine and 
protection (?) (6:5-6)

Water / earth

4 Heavens: 1/3 of the sun, 
moon & stars (8:12-13)

Pale horse: death to 1/4 of 
the earth (6:7-8)

Heavens Darkness over the land
(Ex 10:21-23)

5 
(woe 1)

“Locorpions”: the power to 
sting the unsealed (9:1-12)

Martyrs: “how long?”
(6:9-11)

First day of blessing
“Swarming things”

Locusts (Ex 10:12-15; cf. 
also the prophecy of Joel)

6
(woe 2)

Angels: three scenes
- Horse-lions kill 1/3 (9:13-21)
- Little scroll (10:1-11)
- Two witnesses (11:1-14)

Tribulation: three scenes
- Cosmic collapse (6:12-
17)*
- 144,000 sealed (7:1-8)
- Great multitude (7:9-17)

Humanity created and 
commissioned

Moses and Aaron witness 
before Pharaoh, confront 
pagan gods and warn of 
judgment (Ex 11:1-10)

7
(woe 3)

Temple in heaven opened
(11:15-19)

Silence in heaven
(8:1-5)

Rest Passover

Note that the plagues, like all judgments, ultimately reveal what is already true:
- The Nile is a river of blood when they first throw the baby boys into it
- The sky is falling, before icy chunks of the firmament start landing on people (God “stones” the Egyptians) 
- Egypt is in darkness, worshipping the sun god, which is no god or light at all
- Pharaoh has lost his dynasty well before he loses his firstborn son
*The penultimate seal results in a call for the rocks to “fall on us.” The request is granted in the first trumpet



Scripture’s Strangest Chapter
Locust-Scorpions (9:1-12) Horse-Lions (9:13-21)

n These grotesque creatures emerge from the abyss, and 
are described in a vile sevenfold wasf which moves from 
head to tail (7-10; cf. 1:12-20): head, face, hair, teeth, 
breastplates, wings, tails

– Their stings harm people but do not kill them

– Scorpions may represent the words of rebellious Israel 
(Ezek 2:6-7)

– They hurt people for five months (10), which may 
correspond to their zodiac-like features: Leo, Virgo, 
Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius

n This is not the only place in the NT we find an association 
between Satan falling to earth (1, 11), authority, and the 
stings of scorpions which will not hurt believers (cf. Luke 
10:17-20)

– Are locorpions simply opponents of the gospel? 
Persecutors of the church? (Saul?)

– Beale: “Demons are Commissioned to Torment 
Hardened Unbelievers”

– Leithart: “What Acts 8-28 tells in historical prose, 

n Now a cavalry of 200 million horses with lion heads (“hippolions”) kill 
1/3 of mankind

n Whereas the “locorpions” are obviously demonic, there is significant 
debate about the “hippolions”

– Beale: they are “wicked angels” or “demons.” They are hybrid 
creatures, with serpentine features that wound and kill humans

– Yet they are also “angels”, released by an angel (not Satan), 
numbered, in “myriads,” wearing gems on their breastplate, and 
killing to prevent the worship of idols

n If they are angelic cavalry, then their appearance at the Euphrates 
would indicate a reconquest of the land, rather than a fresh wave of 
disaster

– The only other mention of the Euphrates in Revelation pictures it 
as the staging post for the “kings of the east” to take the land 
from the frog-like demonic spirits (16:12-16), in the battle of Har-
mageddon

– If so, the Hippolions vs Locorpions would prefigure the Kings vs 
Frog-demons (!)



The Beast Rising out of the Sea

The dragon stands on the beach 
(12:17), between land (Israel) and 
sea (Gentile)

“Beasts,” in Scripture, are 
animals which kill humans 
(metaphorically, those who 
attack Christians; 1 Co 15:32)

Hybrid beasts result from bestiality: 
minotaurs, griffins, etc. Israel’s 
bestiality (Ezek 16) produces 
monstrosities (which we meet in 
Dan 7)

“I saw a beast rising out of the sea, 
with ten horns and seven heads … 
The beast that I saw was like a 
leopard; its feet were like a bear's, 
and its mouth was like a lion's 
mouth” (13:2)

The beast is a terrifying hybrid of 
the four beasts in Dan 7. Added 
together, they have seven heads 
and ten horns (a lion, a bear, a 
leopard with four heads, and a 
terrifying beast with ten horns). This 
bestial kingdom represents all 
worldly empires rolled into one

The beast is worshipped (“who is like 
the beast?” parodies Mi-cha-el, “who is 
like God?”) and blasphemes for 3.5 
years. It also makes war on the saints, 
but the focus of the threat is idolatrous 
/ doxological (3-6, 8), not military (7)

If we put Daniel 2 (the statue) and 
Daniel 7 (the beasts) together, we 
get one image with four empires

The Neronian persecution lasted 3.5 years 
(64-68), during which, Tacitus tells us, 
Christians were torn by dogs while dressed as 
wild beasts

Humanity is divided into those who 
worship the beast, and those who are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life



The Two Beasts
Sea Beast Land Beast

“And I saw” (13:1) “And I saw” (13:11)

A beast rising out of the sea (1) A beast rising out of the land (11)

Ten horns and seven heads (1) Two horns (11)

Like a leopard, bear and lion (2) Like a lamb (11)

Given power by the dragon (2) It spoke like a dragon (11)

Has dragon’s authority (2) Has sea beast’s authority (12)

Mortal wound healed (3). Is this Nero 
redivivus? Julius Caesar? Both?

Makes the earth worship the beast 
whose mortal wound was healed (12)

Earth marvels at the miracle (3) Earth is deceived by miracles (13)

People worship the dragon (4) People worship the first beast (12)

Allowed to exercise authority (5) Allowed to work signs (14)

Blasphemes against God (6) Tells people to make an image (15)

Makes war on the saints (7) Kills those who do not worship it (15)

Everyone worships it, except those 
written in the Lamb’s book (8)

Everyone on earth has to have a mark 
in order to buy or sell (16-17)

This calls for endurance & faith (10) This calls for wisdom (18)

à False Christ à False Church (cp. ch. 11)

à Sea/Gentile beast: Neronian Rome à Land/Jewish beast: Herodian Israel 
(?)

The Image, Mark and Number of the Beast

- The (land) beast causes people to make and 
then worship an image of the (sea) beast

- The mark of the beast is put on the right hand or 
the forehead, which evokes the exodus and the 
Torah (Ex 13:9, 16; Deut 6:8; 11:18). No one can 
buy or sell without it

- Does the combination of worship, buying and 
selling help here (Matt 21:12; Mark 11:15; Luke 
19:45)? Is the image the Herodian temple?

- “His number is 666” (13:18). The most likely 
candidate here is Nero

- In gematria, NRWN QSR adds up to 666: 
50+200+6+50+100+60+200. If the second N is 
missing, it makes 616, which would explain why 
some manuscripts end up with 616 here

- But why use Gematria at all? Caird suggests 
several reasons. (i) 6 falls one short of 7. (ii) It is 
2/3 of 1000, since 1/3 have been destroyed by 
the trumpet plagues. (iii) It is a triangular number 
(of 36), in contrast to the square numbers of 
martyrs and New Jerusalem

- Furthermore, in the Old Testament, the number 
666 is associated with Solomon (1 Kgs 10:14; 2 
Chr 9:13), in his pursuit of wealth, weapons and 
women which lead to the division of the 
kingdom. Is there something in that too?

- How preterist/idealist do we want to be?



Armageddon Har-Mageddon (16:12-16)
n The stage is set for a battle between the “kings from the rising of the 

sun,” crossing the Euphrates, and the “kings of the whole world,” 
inspired by the frog-like spirits of the dragon, beast and false prophet

– Does this evoke Parthia (= Persia) against Rome? Or Cyrus 
liberating Israel from Babylon? Or both?

n It happens “at the place that in Hebrew is called Har-mageddon”: the 
“mountain” (Har) of Megiddo

– Megiddo is where Barak and Deborah beat Sisera (Jdg 5:19), and 
where Ahaziah dies (2 Kgs 9:27)

– It is also where Josiah dies in battle with Pharaoh Neco (2 Kgs 
23:29), right before the exile. So Megiddo is the site of the great 
battle which Judah loses, and is then deported across the 
Euphrates

– This makes it a reference point for mourning in Jerusalem at their 
king being pierced (Zech 12:10f)

– Megiddo is a plain, but the nearby mountain is Carmel, site of 
Elijah’s showdown with Baal

nBut in a colossal anti-climax, the battle is postponed. We just see the 
aftermath (19:17-21), which suggests the fall of Babylon (16:17-19:10) is
the battle of Armageddon



The harlot and the 
beast she rides are 

different (as are Jesus 
and the horse he rides). 

The beast will end up 
consuming and burning 

the harlot (17:15-18)

The 7-headed 10-
horned beast is 

clearly Rome (cf. ch.
13), the seven-hilled 

city (17:9) 

The woman is dressed 
in priestly clothing with 

a name on her 
forehead (4-5)

She is a city “drunk 
with the blood of 
the saints,” which 
takes us back to 

11:8

Leithart: “His amazement is 
appalled surprise. He 

knows this woman. He has 
seen her before, labouring 

in heaven, fleeing the 
dragon. He is startled: ‘Is 

that you, Ma?’”

She is a mother 
whom we 

encounter in the 
wilderness (5); cf. 

12:14; Zec 5!

How can the 
horns hate the 

harlot (16) if 
both are Rome?

The Harlot and the Beast

The “harlot” in the OT 
is usually Israel, the 
unfaithful wife (cf. 

too Ezekiel)



Heads
The beast seems, as in ch. 13, to be a 
composite picture of Daniel’s four beasts 
(with seven heads and ten horns in all)

This makes the empires/ heads as follows 
(9-10:
1. Babylon (fallen)
2. Persia (fallen)
3. Greece I (fallen)
4. Greece II (fallen)
5. Greece III (fallen)
6. Greece IV (now)
7. Neronian Rome, 64-68
[8. Bestial Rome, 68-70]

Reading as idealists, we can see the 
same imperial opposition to the gospel 
throughout history. (cf. Bauckham: “Any 
society whom Babylon’s cap fits must 
wear it”)

Reading as preterists, we see 
significance in the very specific details 
John gives us here (which on an 
exclusively idealist reading do not make 
much sense)

Horns
“And the ten horns that you saw are 
ten kings who have not yet 
received royal power, but they are 
to receive authority as kings for one 
hour, together with the beast … 
They will make [the harlot] desolate 
and naked, and devour her flesh 
and burn her up with fire” (17:12, 16)

The ten horns, then, belong to the 
fourth beast (=Rome), and destroy 
and set fire to the harlot 
(=Jerusalem?)

Caird argues they are the first ten 
emperors of Rome:
1. Julius Caesar (49 – 44)
2. Augustus (27 BC – AD 14)
3. Tiberius (14 – 37)
4. Caligula (37 – 41)
5. Claudius (41 – 54)
6. Nero (54 – 68)
7. Galba (68 – 69)
8. Otho (69)
9. Vitellus (69)
10. Vespasian (69 – 79)



Pre-, Post- or A-Millennial? Or All Three?
Pre-Millennial

If the fall of Babylon is AD 70, 
and the coming of Jesus in ch.

19 is not the final “return” of 
Jesus, then Jesus clearly comes 

before (pre-) the millennium

A-Millennial
We are not (a-) dealing with a 

literal 1000 years, complete with 
literal (beheaded) resurrected 
martyrs. Nor is the millennium 
distinct from the church age

Post-Millennial
The return of Jesus, along with 
the resurrection of the dead 
and the renewal of creation, 

nevertheless come after 
(post-) the millennium

So What?
The vindication and victory of 
the martyrs have finally come. 
After all the waiting, suffering 

and persevering, the martyrs will 
be raised—and in some ways 
this is the climax of the book

For an excellent discussion on the merits of the various views (and without this 
attempt to combine them all!), see “An Evening of Eschatology” on YouTube 
with John Piper, Sam Storms, Jim Hamilton and Doug Wilson.


